Broads Authority
9 May 2008
Agenda Item 22
Annual Safety Audit 2007
Report by Head of Waterways Strategy and Safety
	Summary:
There were no boat related deaths in the Broads in 2007 and only 12 people have reported as requiring hospital treatment. This report gives details of the incidents reported during 2007, including an analysis of deaths and personal injury since 1993.  It shows that statistically the Broads continues to be a safe environment for boating. 

Recommendation:
 That the report be noted.


1
Introduction

1.1
The reporting period is from 1 April 2007 to 31 March 2008, hereafter referred to as year 2007.

1.2
In 2007 there were 8 boat fires and no boat related deaths by drowning. All notable incidents are listed below.
2
Summary of Incidents Reported
	2007
	
	Hazard Log

Category

	31 March 
	Male on private boat making way to Marina for BSS work in Surlingham Bends Area.  Fire on board – cause believed to be free standing heater
	Fire and explosion

	5 April
	4 males on board burning dinghy rescued without injury.  Cause believed to be petrol spillage
Martham Boat Dyke
	Fire and explosion

	10 April
	Private motor cruiser fire, believed to be arson
	Fire and explosion

	11 April
	Dinghy outboard explosion, minor burns to hands and face.  Cause believed to be petrol
	Fire and explosion

	13 April
	8yr old girl fell from Reedham Quay wearing lifejacket.  Rescued safe and well.
	Embarkation

	17 April
	Women fell from private cruiser whilst mooring boat.  Minor injuries
	Embarkation

	7 May
	Male overboard at Potter Heigham whilst demasting, Rescued safe and well
	Embarkation

	16 May
	Female overboard at Postwick Wharf rescued after 20 minutes
	Embarkation

	24 May
	Male slips between boat and quay at Norwich Yacht Station whilst adjusting mooring lines.  Rescued safe and well with minor injuries.
	Embarkation

	5 June
	Hire Boat collision with Haven Bridge
	Helmsman Inexperience

	13 June
	 Female entered water between hire boat and quay whilst mooring at Potter Heigham.  Suffered broken arm and hypothermia
	Embarkation

	17 June
	Male entered water whilst attempting to leave the mooring at Reedham Quay
	Embarkation

	30 June
	Woman fell into river at New Mills whilst fishing, needed fire crew to complete the rescue
	Angling

	9 July
	5yr old girl, no lifejacket fell from hire boat at Beccles YS.  Rescued unharmed
	Embarkation

	19 July
	ANR hit head whilst passing through Potter Heigham bridge
	Bridges

	27 July
	Hire Cruiser caught fire at Burgh Castle. 4 persons on board. No injuries apart from minor smoke inhalation
	Fire and explosion

	27 July
	Male slipped from deck aboard hire cruiser at Horning
	Embarkation

	 1 August
	4 boat fire at Horsey.  Believed to be arson
	Fire and explosion

	10 April
	Male fell into water in Norwich – not boat related
	New category

	5 May
	Male falls into water at Norwich – not boat related
	New category

	30 June
	Woman falls in whilst attempting to stern moor at Ranworth.
	Embarkation

	10 August
	Woman injures ankle whilst stepping ashore
	Embarkation

	15 August
	Hire vessel holed on Haddiscoe Cut markers
	Inexperienced helmsman

	15 Aug
	Woman fell from Hire Cruiser whilst exiting injuring leg and falling into water.  Suffered a broken leg
	Embarkation

	16 Aug
	Male fell between two boats into water.  Rescued and found not to be from a boat
	New category

	16 Aug
	2 x Males fell after tripping at Pontiac Roadhouse .  No serious injuries
	Embarkation

	22 Aug
	Man fell overboard whilst moving private boat along mooring.  Recovered from water ok.
	Embarkation

	23 Aug
	Two separate incidents of males overboard whilst mooring at Beccles Yacht Station
	Embarkation

	24 Aug
	Male rescued by Liana Operator, safe and well
	Embarkation

	28 Aug
	Man fell from Gays Staithe whilst bending over
	Embarkation

	12 Sep
	Man fell backwards into water whilst jumping to shore from hire boat
	Embarkation

	17 Sep
	Man fell into water whilst mooring at Norwich Yacht Station rescued safe and well
	Embarkation

	19 Sep
	Man fell from Hire boat at Reedham Quay whilst mooring,  Rescued safe and well
	Embarkation

	27 Sep
	Hire boat failed attempt to pass under Bure bridges due to lack of power, whilst attempting to recover from incident male on board sustained broken arm 
	Inexperienced helmsman

	29 Sep
	Male whilst disembarking at Acle sustained injury to arm.  Nerve and ligament damage treated at hospital
	Embarkation

	25 Oct
	Female fell overboard at Gays Staithe.  Rescues safe and well
	Embarkation

	20 Nov 
	Male fell from dinghy at Thorp Green.  Used safety ladder to get out safely
	Embarkation

	16 Dec
	Fire and explosion at Thorpe Island, no persons on board -no injuries. Gas believed to be cause
	Fire and Explosion

	2008
	
	

	20 Jan
	Boat fire at Thorpe, no persons on board no injuries
	Fire and Explosion

	9 Feb
	Male body recovered from Norwich.  Not boat related fatality
	New category

	12 Feb
	Male recovered from river at New Mills by fire service.  Not boat related
	New category

	23 Feb


	Scull capsize whilst training, 1 person rescued safely from water
	Rowing skiffs

	29 Mar
	Private Boat owner grounded on lower Bure, crew sustained injury, fractured left ankle
	Inexperienced helmsman 


3
Conclusion
3.1
The Broads Authority has sought to continue to highlight the message of personal responsibility for safety in its publications and has encouraged boaters to take a more proactive role by becoming better-informed and wearing lifejackets. Reports from Rangers have indicated that it has been noticeable that the number of boaters seen wearing lifejackets has continued to increase.  

3.2
Boat fires have increased slightly as after taking out the fires caused by arson, in which a total of six boats were destroyed, of the remaining five boats involved in fires, only one of these had a Boat Safety Certificate, the remainder either did not require a BSS or had not yet complied with the requirement.
3.3
The majority of incidents where hospital treatment was required are attributed to embarkation and disembarkation, the recent publication of the Safety DVD, “Better Boating on the Broads” and the more recent publication of a mooring leaflet will hopefully bring to the attention of boaters the requirement to take care.

3.4
The boating related statistics, when external causes are removed such as arson, suggest that when viewed over several years that the statistics demonstrate a fairly static position. This demonstrates that the Broads continues to be a safe place for boating.
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TABLE 1

	Analysis of Death/Injuries Since 1993


	                                                                           
	1993
	1994
	1995
	1996
	1997
	1998
	1999
	2000
	2001
	2002
	2003
	2004
	2005
	2006
	2007

	Death
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	No of deaths on or from boats
	2
	2
	3
	1
	1
	3
	2
	1
	3
	2
	6
	 0 
	 0
	2
	0

	Reported deaths not related to boating
	1
	3
	4
	-
	2
	1
	4
	4
	2
	3
	1
	0 
	7
	2
	1

	Cause of death
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Severe injury
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	 0 
	 0 
	0
	0

	Heart Attack
	0
	2
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	1
	0 
	1
	0
	 0 
	 0 
	1
	0

	Drowning
	0
	1
	2
	1
	0
	4
	5
	1
	3
	3
	5
	 0 
	4
	3
	0

	Asphyxiation/CO poisoning
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	 0 
	 0
	0
	0

	Not Known
	0
	2
	4
	0
	2
	0
	0
	1
	 0
	0
	2
	 0 
	3
	0
	1

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	
	

	Reports of people inadvertently entering in the water See footnote.
	0
	0
	3
	2
	4
	8
	2
	5
	1
	4
	15
	16
	12
	23
	29

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	
	

	No of persons reported as requiring hospital treatment
	0
	0
	0
	9
	8
	7
	9
	8
	7
	7
	18
	2
	4
	13
	12

	Nature of injuries
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Head
	0
	0
	2
	0
	4
	1
	3
	2
	1
	1
	1
	1
	3
	1
	1

	Arm/hand
	0
	0
	2
	1
	6
	0
	0
	1
	3
	1
	1
	1
	 0 
	1
	6

	Leg/foot
	0
	0
	3
	5
	4
	2
	4
	1
	2
	2
	2
	2
	1
	3
	7

	Torso, ribs, chest, back
	0
	0
	1
	0
	2
	0
	1
	4
	1
	1
	2
	 0 
	1
	4
	3

	Not described
	0
	0
	1
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	 0
	0
	10
	2
	1
	4
	0

	Asphyxiated/CO poisoning
	0
	0
	1
	2
	0
	0
	0
	0
	 0
	0
	0
	 0 
	 0 
	0
	0

	Burns/Scalds
	0
	0
	0
	1
	1
	4
	1
	1
	 
	2
	1
	 0 
	 0 
	1
	1


Footnote:
Reports where someone inadvertently found themselves in the water.  It does not include capsizes of sailing dinghies etc, or from any other contact water sports where entry into the water is predictable. The reporting procedures have been enhanced which explains the recent rise in number.

TABLE 2

Analysis of Fire and Explosions Since 1993

	 
	1993
	1994
	1995
	1996
	1997
	1998
	1999
	2000
	2001
	2002
	2003
	2004
	2005
	2006
	2007

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	
	

	Number of incidents
	2
	4
	7
	2
	5
	4
	6
	3
	4
	2
	2
	0
	2
	22
	8

	Vessels involved (Private)
	2
	3
	5
	1
	3
	4
	3
	2
	2
	2
	1
	0
	1
	18
	10

	Vessels involved (Hire)
	0
	0
	3
	1
	2
	0
	3
	1
	2
	0
	1
	0
	1
	4
	1

	Prime cause LPG
	0
	0
	2
	0
	0
	2
	0
	1
	1
	0
	2
	0
	0
	0
	1

	Prime cause Petrol
	0
	2
	2
	0
	1
	1
	1
	0
	 0 
	1
	 0 
	0
	 0 
	1
	2

	Prime cause Electrical
	1
	0
	0
	0
	2
	0
	0
	1
	1
	1
	0 
	0
	1
	0
	1

	Prime cause Other
	1
	1
	3
	2
	2
	1
	5
	1
	2
	0
	0
	0
	1
	21
	4

	No of vessels total loss
	0
	1
	3
	1
	2
	0
	1
	2
	2
	2
	0
	0
	0
	20
	6

	No of injuries from fires requiring hospital treatment
	0
	1
	2
	0
	1
	3
	1
	0
	    0
	2
	2
	0
	0
	1
	1

	No of fatalities 
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0


Footnote. 
The high incidence of fire and explosion has been distorted by 6 of the eleven vessels involved in 3 incidents were caused by arson, therefore the remaining 5 boat fires which occurred during 2007 demonstrates only slight increase on previous years.
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